
HASTAHANA PARK & PLAZA

Layers & Traces

The visible and disappearing traces of a lost monument define the current character of 
the site. Despite the absence of the demolished Ottoman Hastahana structure in situ, the 
remaining level conditions, retaining walls and entrance still stand as strong clues of a 
loss, instead of hiding it.

In a city like Sarajevo, where different layers overlap for centuries, context and traces 
represent both wounds and healing. Trying to overcome the ghost of a lost monument 
with its vitality, the competition area resembles the holistic story of the city after its not 
far tragedies.

Today, the place, which is also registered as an archaeological site, is surrounded by 
various characters. The Austro-Hungarian heritage urban grid and buildings, Ottoman-
era mosques and recent architectural character together define a smaller reflection of the 
city’s overall richness.

How can we redefine an urban void as a meaningful space with the memory of a 
ghost monument ?

How can we establish a dialogue between the existing layers and lost traces of the 
context while creating a vibrant and contemporary public space?

The design aims to overcome the current challenges of the site and create an ecologically, socially 
and culturally sustainable public space that remembers and evokes its unique character. Thus, it aims 
to define an urban catalyst that will have power to inspire not only its environment but the entire city 
 
The concept is structured around the idea of redefining the existing void of the demolished Ottoman 
‘Hastahana’ as an urban plaza and creating a strong accessibility with the surrounding context. It aims to 
re-spatialize and commemorate the lost heritage in this way by creating an elegant canopy structure that 
functions as a sheltered gallery space, framing and emphasizing the void. Thus, it aims to bring a modest 
landmark to the modern city.

A continuous promenade, oriented parallel to the neighboring Austro-Hungarian urban grid, defines the main 
circulation within the park together with a grand urban staircase, partially removing the existing retaining wall facing 
Marsala Tita Street. This intervention opens the elevated park surface and the plaza to the city with a strong connection, 
also referring to two important periods in the city’s history.

The grid (urban promenade) and preserved historical traces define the two main overlapping and intersecting layers 
of the proposal. The inside, outside and interspaces of this relationship form the various zones proposed in the design.

The overall strategy aims to create an accessible urban space for people of all ages and to activate the potential of 
the site and its citizens with maximum interaction. While preserving its ties to the identity and history of the place, it 
offers a wide variety of activities and events.
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*Currently

Surface Use:

%60 impermeable
%40 vegetated 

Conserving the existing 
historical heritage and 
defining it as a center 
of urban interaction 
are among the main 
objectives of the proposal. 
 
With the revitalization 
of the site identity, it is 
aimed to strengthen social 
sustainability in parallel 
with historical continuity.

Improved accessibility and 
a variety of recreational and 
sporting activities support 
a vibrant and sustainable 
public space.

ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY

HISTORY & CULTURE SPORTS & LEISURE

*Proposal

Soil Recovery &
Increasing Vegetation

%60 vegetated

*Natural Filtration

Porous materials for 
soft & hard landscape

%80 permeable

*Biodiversity

A greater diversity 
of species for 
a vibrant micro 
environment.
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